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Article Summary and Reflection on the Juvenile Justice System: Labeling Verses Deterrence

There has been mixed opinions and scientific research findings on the effects of police contact with regard to defiance amplification. However, general results of studies show significant support of labeling theory, though deterrence theorists still believe that police contact, especially with regards to juveniles, reduces illegal activities (Wiley & Esbensen, 2016). 

Earlier, research focused on the effects of police contact and court proceedings on juveniles and the results showed it amplifies deviant behaviors. Therefore, labeling theorists propose that diversion programs should take precedence over police contact. Nonetheless, despite these research findings, corrective policies still rely on the concepts of deterrence (Lopes et al., 2012). Certain actions like arrests and Stopping and frisking still prevail in the efforts put in place to maintain law and order (Jones-Brown et al., 2010). Consequently, children keep on with their defiant behaviours.

 Current research has indicated that young people who have been arrested or stopped significantly display high commitment to delinquent peers, less anticipated guilt and high rate of delinquency as compared to peers who have not been in contact with police (Wiley & Esbensen, 2016). Further, a far-reaching negative impact of police contact is amplified by arrest, since the victims display more delinquency as compared to those who are stopped. In the event that stopping and questioning of a juvenile have a deleterious impact, correctional policies that rely on deterrence perspective of correction may significantly contribute to a higher rate of delinquency even prior to case proceedings (Wiley & Esbensen, 2016). The outcome justifies the significance of diversion programs, which deterrent theorists have dismissed. The programs have immense benefit, which comes forth after the juveniles have experienced the negative impact of the first police contact.
Considering the effects of deterrence and labeling, it is imperative to review intervention strategies that prevent aggressive delinquency because some deterrent policies may have a significant impact on the decline of illegal activities (Wiley & Esbensen, 2016). These effects generally affect ethnic and racial minority, who face several police contacts (Rosenfeld & Fornango, 2012).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summary, policy makers for the juvenile justice system should take into account the parens patriae doctrine, while developing policies to correct juvenile lawbreakers. This is critical, since early and current empirical studies have proven that police contact, especially arrest and stop and search, amplify delinquency behaviors and attitudes in both adults and juveniles. Nonetheless, the ultimate goal of the juvenile justice system should be correcting illegal behaviors instead of amplifying them. Thus labeling should supersede deterrence practices. Also, schools should desist from deploying police officers to prevent crimes.
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